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NOETE STAE, the north polar star, the
star a of the constellation Ursa Minor. It
is close to the true pole, never "sets," and
is therefore of great importance to naviga-
tors in the northern hemisphere. See pole
stab.
NOETH TONAWAOT>A, tahn a wdhvfda,
1ST. Y., in Niagara County, five miles north of
Buffalo, on the Niagara River, the Tona-
wanda Creek opposite Tonawanda, on the
Erie Canal and on the New York Central,
the West Shore, the Wabash, the Erie and
the Lehigh Valley railroads. It is a very
important industrial center and contains ex-
tensive manufactures of various lumber
products, steam pumps, pig iron, structural
steel, radiators and motor boats. The city
has a Carnegie Library. Population, 1920,
15,482; in 1930, 19,019.
NOETEWEST BOTTNDAEY. Before the
boundary of the United States and Canada
west of the Rocky Mountains was perma-
nently established there were years of diplo-
matic effort. In 1814 a commission estab-
lished the international line from the Saint
Lawrence River to the Lake of the "Woods
at the 49th parallel. The American commis-
sioners desired that this parallel should mark
the boundary to the Rocky Mountains, but
the British members rejected the proposal.
After nearly thirty years of joint occu-
pation by agreement agitation for settlement
was carried into politics, and the cry, "Fifty-
four-forty or fight/' was a slogan of the
Polk campaign for the Presidency. The
British government was not disposed to re-
linquish its claim to the Columbia River, and
proposed that from the mountains to the sea
the line should be that river. In 1846 the
permanent line was established by treaty.
It was decreed that it should follow the 49th
parallel to the middle of the channel sepa-
rating Vancouver Island from the continent,
then run south through the channel and
through the center of the Strait of Juan de
Fuca to the ocean. Both channel and strait
were to be always open for free navigation
by both nations.
HOETEWESTEEN XJNIVEESITY, an
institution of higher learning located at
Evanston, BL, a suburb of Chicago, on the
shore of Lake Michigan. It was chartered
in 1851 under the auspices of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and is the largest educa-
tional institution under the management of
that denomination. Until 1869 the only de-
 partment was a college of liberal arts. There
have since been added a graduate depart-
ment, a college of engineering, a school of
oratory and a school of music, al in Evans-
ton; and schools of law, dentistry, medicine,
pharmacy and commerce, in Chicago. Gar-
rett Biblical Institute (on the university
campus) and Norwegian-Danish and Swedish
theological seminaries, in Evanston, are affil-
iated with the university. Magnificent new
buildings for the law, commerce, medical and
dental colleges have been erected in Chicago,
on McKinlock Memorial Campus, at Chicago
Avenue and Lake Shore Drive, near the shore
of Lake Michigan.
The great university is the chief center of
interest in the beautiful lake-shore city of
Evanston, which was named for Dr. John
Evans, head of the University corporation at
the time of its organization. Northwestern
has profited by many generous gifts, and has
an endowment of over $9,000,000. Its mag-
nificent gymnasium building, one of the
largest in the United States, was the gift
of James A. Patten. Among other notable
buildings are the men's dormitories, built on
the quadrangle plan, and the Dearborn As-
tronomical Observatory. The libraries of the
university possess nearly 700,000 volumes.
There is a student enrollment of about 13,250,
and the faculty numbers about 750.
HOETSWEST PASSAGE, the route from
the Atlantic to the Pacific by way of the
Arctic Ocean, along the north coast of Korth
America. Kavigators of the sixteenth cen-
tury were seeking this passage in the effort
to discover a shorter route to India, and the
search was kept up at intervals until 1905,
when Roald Amundsen, in the ship Gjoa,
sailed from the Atlantic to the Pacific by
way of Davis Strait, Lancaster Sound and
Bering Strait Half a century before this,
however, Sir John Pranklin's expedition
found the historic passage; all of the com-
pany perished with the goal in sight. It is
an interesting fact that after centuries of
heroic endeavor to discover this northern
route between the two oceans, the passage
is never used as a commercial route. See
forth polae esplobatiojst.
NOETE WEST TEEEITOEIES, a vast
territory in Northern Canada, organized with
present boundaries in 1912, to include the dis-
tricts of Franklin, Mackenzie and Keewatin,
With the exception of the Yukon and the great
organized provinces, North West Territories

